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(NOTE:  Read all 7 steps before proceeding on your research for this discussion)
 1.  Visit the website of the hospital you have been researching, or a hospital in your area.
2.  Next, visit the website of a competitor of that hospital (if you are having difficulty finding another hospital during the pandemic, you can visit my hospital's website at www.brookshospital.org.  The chargemaster is outdated, but it is definitely there.  In this case, you are not comparing apples to apples, but you may gain a better understanding of price differences on a regional basis.)
3.  For both hospitals, search within a tab called “patient financial services” or “patient pricing” and find the hospital’s Chargemaster.  A Chargemaster is a comprehensive list of items billable to a hospital patient or a patient’s health insurance provider.
4.  Within the list of thousands of hospital services, search for a medical procedure that you are familiar with (or equipment fee, drug, supply, diagnostic imaging/radiology or blood test).
5.  Do the same search within the competitor’s Chargemaster.
6.  Compare prices for the exact same service (or drug or supply).
7.  What is the price for the same service at each hospital?  Are the prices similar or different?
8.  What factors do you think impacted the price that the hospital charges?

